
 

On June 3rd 2017, lawn bowls clubs across Canada 

participated in National Bowls Day. More than 60 clubs 

hosted events promoting the sport of bowls within their 

communities in collaboration with the ParticipACTION 

150 Play List. It is estimated that well over 3,000 people 

participated in the successful event.  

Some highlights from the weekend 

included a visit from the Honorable 

Carla Qualtrough, Minister of Sport 

and Persons with Disabilities, at 

Delta, B.C.’s Ladner Lawn Bowls 

Club‘s 100th anniversary celebration. 

ParticipACTION staff members 

joined the festivities at the Leaside 

Lawn Bowls Club Open House in 

Toronto.  On the East coast, 

Dartmouth Lawn Bowls Club hosted 

a Come Try Bowls event with free 

lessons for all participants. 

“We are so thrilled with the involvement of our local clubs across 

Canada” says Bowls Canada Boulingrin Executive Director Anna Mees.  

Inside this issue 

National Bowls Day .............. 1 

Summer Contest 
Announcements ................... 2 

From the perspective of a Gold 
Medalist ............................... 3 

Multi Nations Competition….4 

Competition Review…………...5 

Greens Tips........................... 6 

IBBA World Championships .. 7 

Upcoming Events .................. 8 

Pin Winners .......................... 9 

Extra 

Ends 

Bowls  

Canada  

Boulingrin 

 
June 2017 

Vol. 4 Issue. 2 

 

National Bowls Day 2017 

1 



2 

 

“Summer of Bowls” Photo Competition 

Show us your Canada 150 Spirit!  
 

Bowls Canada Boulingrin is running a photo contest throughout the 2017 sum-

mer season in celebration of Canada’s 150th birthday. Club members are en-

couraged to share their photos of 2017 events such as National Bowls Day, Par-

ticipACTION 150 Play List activities, club tournaments, Canada Day festivities 

and more! This contest is open to all registered members and participants of the Bowls Canada 

Boulingrin community across Canada. All entries will be placed into a draw to win free Bowls 

Canada Boulingrin merchandise including t-shirts, jackets and more! The contest opened on 

June 9th and bi-weekly draws will be held starting June 23rd and continuing until September 

29th, giving members ample opportunity to find the “photo of the season”.  

For full contest rules, please visit our website: Photo Competition Rules  

http://www.bowlscanada.com/downloads/National%20bowls%20day/Show%20us%20your%20Canada%20150-en.pdf
http://lawnbowlingmanager.com/


By Pricilla Westlake  

From the Perspective of a Gold Medalist 

It is always an exceptional pleasure and a privilege to play for Canada, and my third time competing 
at the World Youth Championships (WYC) in Broad Beach, QLD, Australia (March 27 - April 3, 2017) 
was certainly no exception. 
  

I am incredibly grateful to have won Canada's very first med-
al at the World Youth Championships (WYC) and I am extra 
proud that our first medal at this tournament was a gold one. 
  
Firstly I'd like to thank my friends and family for all of their 
support towards my bowls career, I couldn't have accom-
plished the things I have in bowls without them. I want to 
thank Bowls BC for all their hard work towards developing a 
solid lawn bowls program for U18 bowlers and for helping 
me develop through the provincial pathway and onto the Ca-
nadian national team. And lastly, I'd like to thank Bowls Can-
ada and World Bowls for making it a possibility for young 
Canadian lawn bowlers like myself to play and compete for 
Canada at development tournaments overseas like the WYC. 
It makes a world of difference in becoming a better player. 
Being able to compete at a world U25 event against some of 
the world's top youth bowlers from around the globe is an 

amazing learning experience and one which shapes a youth bowler into that much of a better player. 
  
I have learned and improved so much from competing in the past three World Youth Champion-
ships; one of my biggest takeaways from this tournament being the opportunity to witness the im-
peccable quality of play, strategy, determination, and focus, some of these young players have as 
well as being able to see exactly how good one can get at the sport of bowls. The technical prowess 
some of these young bowlers possess is astonishing and being able to compete in these events helps 
me appreciate these things and makes me determined to be a better player as well. 
  
In the gold medal, televised match, I played Australia's Ellen Ryan beating her by the narrowest of 
margins picking up a three in the last end to win the match 21-20. 
  
An unexpected victory, I think I will always remember this tournament -- a tournament in which I 
had to beat three of the defending champions (Chloe Stewart, Kristina Kristic, and Ellen Ryan) and 
then by the end of it all get to stand in the middle of them on the podium. And I am thankful for all 
the Canadians back home, especially to my family and friends, and those abroad who watched my 
game and were cheering me on. The support was overwhelming. Thank you. 
  
I will use the experiences I gained from playing at my third World Youth Championships to improve 
my game here on the Canadian front with the eventual goal of representing Canada at the Common-
wealth Games. 
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June 3-7, Broadbeach, AUS 

Women’s 4’s win bronze at Multi-Nations 

The Canadian women’s fours team 

of Joanna Cooper (Calgary, AB), 

Pricilla Westlake (Delta, BC), Kelly 

McKerihen (Toronto, ON) and 

Leanne Chinery (Auckland, NZ) are 

bringing home a bronze medal 

from the 2017 Multi-Nations Tour-

nament hosted in Queensland Aus-

tralia. Team Canada faced off on 

June 7th, taking the bronze in a 10-

8 victory over New Zealand. The 

bronze win capped off a strong overall performance by the team.  In the other disci-

plines, the Canadian women finished 7th in singles and 6th in the pairs and tri-

ples.  The men finished 7th in the triples and 8th in the Singles and Pairs. “This expe-

rience has provided us with a clear direction as we focus on preparation for the 2018 

Commonwealth Games,“ said BCB Executive Director Anna Mees.   

 

 

 Team Canada 

Women 

Leanne Chinery 

Joanna Cooper 

Shirley Fitzpatrick-Wong 

Jackie Foster 

Jordan Kos 

Kelly McKerihen 

Pricilla Westlake 

Men 

Ryan Bester 

Cameron Lefresne 

Kody Olthof 

Michael Pituley 

Chris Stadnyk 

Ryan Stadnyk 

Greg Wilson 
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Competition Review  

After  two years of gathering feedback, compiling data, collaborating with 

provinces, club executives, coaches, officials, players, administrators, and 

other national sport organizations, Bowls Canada Boulingrin is pleased to 

announce that the Competition Review and Restructuring process is com-

plete. The process, which started in 2014, has included surveys, interviews, 

conference calls, webinars, general meetings, national summits, and much, 

much more.  

The Competition Review and Restructuring process examined bowls com-

petitions at a national level and compared it to BCB’s Long-Term Athlete 

Development (LTAD) model. It was apparent from the beginning that there 

were numerous shortcomings with the current competition structure of 

bowls in Canada.  

In an attempt to realign BCB’s national competitions with LTAD and to ensure the sustainability of the 

sport, several changes will be implemented for the 2018 season.   

Here are the changes:  

The Canadian Lawn Bowling Championships will consist of provincial men and women representatives 
playing three-bowl pairs and two-bowl-fours in round robin competition, followed by 21-up singles 
from a capped entry of 24 men and 24 women in sectional play. 
 
The Senior Triples will become a two-bowl format and the Mixed Pairs a three-bowl format to be run 
concurrently. 
 
The Canadian Youth Championships will see the U18 and U25 competition held concurrently in morn-
ing competition, while the Open pairs games will be played in the afternoon. 
 
The Canadian Indoor remains the same. 
 
Players who qualify for CLBC Pairs or Fours, or either Singles, or U18 or U25 events may not compete 
nationally in Senior Triples or Mixed Pairs in the same year or vice versa.  
 
The change in formats were set to accommodate three games a day, in order to reduce the cost for all 
involved. 
 
Entry per event will be $100; all formats will include the single respot rule; a championship rotation 
will be addressed by the President’s Council and the dates for competition have been pushed a little 
later to allow provinces more time to set qualifiers and for greens to be at their peak. 
 
To view the Executive Summary of the Competition Review and Restructuring Final Report, please click 
here.  
The decisions outlined in the Competition Review and Restructuring Final Report will be implemented 

starting in 2018. For a full copy of the Competition Review and Restructuring Final Report, please contact 

BCB.  

It is expected that the changes being implemented in 2018 will lead to a greater awareness of LTAD, an 

improved understanding of the purpose of each national championship, and more meaningful events 

for all Canadian bowlers. BCB will continue to monitor and evaluate the championships beyond 2018 to 

ensure that the model continues to meet the needs of Canadian bowlers. 

http://www.bowlscanada.com/downloads/ltad/Executive%20Summary%20of%20Restructured%20National%20Championship%20Model.pdf
http://www.bowlscanada.com/downloads/ltad/Executive%20Summary%20of%20Restructured%20National%20Championship%20Model.pdf
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By Charles Roach, Burlington LBC 

Greens Maintenance Tips  

ARE YOUR GREENS IN GOOD SHAPE FOR THIS BOWL-
ING SEASON? 
This article is based on greens that have good turf cover all over the green. 

If you have bare patches you should be attending to these first either by 

using plugs in small spots or seeding if the areas are a bit larger. If the are-

as are too large for either of these repairs you will have to sod the bare 

areas. 

 

Once you have established good turf cover, there are two areas you should 

be looking at to improve the speed of your greens. 

 

1.  VERTICUTTING 

If you have not achieved the speed of your green that you want, try verticutting.  Do this at least 

once every two weeks until the thatch is removed.   If you followed the suggestions at the begin-

ning of the article take care that you avoid going over any of the repaired spots when verticut-

ting. Removing the thatch will also allow the water and fertilizer to get to the root system of your 

turf.  Roots should be reaching a depth of 8-9 inches. 

 

2. MOWING 

At this time of year we are in our best growing season. (The longer the grass the slower the 

green.) You should be mowing 3 times a week minimum. Lower the blades weekly. If you started 

at ¼ of an inch the next week lower the blades to 7/32” and the third week to 5/32”. You can 

keep the blades at this level for the year.  Remember that the clippings should be removed as you 

mow. These clipping will become thatch if you leave them on your green 

More information  

You can purchase the publication “Bowling Greens Maintenance 
and Management” by Lloyd Woods at:  
http://www.bowlscanada.com/en/merchandise/
merchandise.html  

http://www.bowlscanada.com/en/merchandise/merchandise.html
http://www.bowlscanada.com/en/merchandise/merchandise.html
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International Blind Bowls Association  

Canada Wins Silver and Bronze at IBBA World Championships  

The International Blind Bowls Association 

(IBBA) World Bowls Championships is the 

pinnacle event for blind bowls, which is held 

every 4 years.  The 2017 tournament was 

held at the Western Province Cricket Club in 

Cape Town, South Africa.   

  

Three of the gold medalists from the 2016 

Blind Bowls Association of Canada (BBAC) 

National Championships traveled to Cape 

Town and to represent Canada.  The bowlers 

and directors included; Gus Thorne (Bowler) 

and Donn Sherry (Director) in the Men’s B1 

Category from the Nanaimo Lawn Bowls Club 

in Vancouver Island, Vivian Kwan (Bowler) 

and Marvin Kwan (Director) in the Women’s B3 category from Highlands Lawn Bowling Club in Ed-

monton, and  Daniel Morris (Bowler and Team Manager) and Paul Gosselin (Director) in the Men’s 

B3 category from the St. Lambert’s bowling club in Quebec 

  

It was a small Canadian team but large in talent and medals.   

 

Morris went undefeated throughout the tournament earning a spot in the gold medal match against 

the defending champion from the host nation.  Unfortunately, the South African prevailed causing 

Morris to settle for silver medal in the Men’s B3 singles.  

 

Morris partnered with Kwan in the B3 mixed pairs and where they won the bronze medal over the 

host South Africa.    Unlike other countries who had played together previously in national or inter-

national tournaments or selection trials, this was the first time this Mixed Pairs team had played to-

gether.  “To beat the South African world champions on their home turf was something special”, said 

Morris. 

  

Thorne finished in the middle of the pack in the B1 Men’s singles winning 2 games and a tie and 

pushing a couple of the medalist all the way.  An excellent result for his first World Championships. 

After a solid start in her B3 Singles, Kwan pushed some of the big names all the way and made sure 

they earned their medals.   
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Dartmouth, Nova Scotia | July 31- August 7, 2017 

 

Victoria, British Columbia | August 13 - 19, 2017 

 

Peterborough, Ontario | August 24 - 30, 2017 

 

Winnipeg, Manitoba | September 4 - 9, 2017 

 

Pointe-Claire, Québec | September 14 -19, 2017 

 

Vancouver, British Columbia | October 29 – November 4, 2017 

 

New South Wales, Australia | October 30 – November 5, 2017 

 

 

Canadian Junior and Under 25 Championships 

  

Canadian Lawn Bowling Championships 

 

Canadian Senior Triples Championships 

 

Canadian Outdoor Singles Championships 

 

Canadian Mixed Pairs Championships 

 

Canadian Indoor Singles Championships 

 

World Singles Champion of Champions 

 
Upcoming Events  

We are looking for “Ask an Umpire” questions for the 2017 season. If 

you have any questions you would like to ask, please email Bowls 

Canada Boulingrin (office@bowlscanada.com) with the subject line 

“Ask an Umpire”.  



Name Province Club 

Diane Dolan  QC Westmount  

John Devlin  QC Westmount  

Name Province Club 

Edward McMillan  BC Langley  

Auriel Danielle  BC Langley  

Bob Findlay  BC Qualicum Beach  

Kate Mannister  BC Parksville  

Keith Mannister  BC Parksville  

Aileen Budd  BC Parksville  

Ed Hazel  ON Milton  

Joan Hazel  ON Milton  

Name Province Club 

George Richardson  BC Parksville  

 

Perfect End Winners 

 

25 Year Pin Award Recipients 

 

50 Year Pin Award Recipients 
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Club Centennials  

Club  Province  

Ladner LBC BC 

Stanley Park LBC BC 

Lambeth  LBC ON  



Thank you to our Sponsors & Partners! 

Bowls Canada Boulingrin 

Suite 206 

 33 Roydon Place 

Nepean, Ontario 

K2E 1A3 
 

Phone: 1-800-567-2695 

Fax: 613-244-0041 

E-mail: office@bowlscanada.com 
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